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Suggested Program Notes 

"Originally made famous by Louis Armstrong in 1967, 'What a Wonderful World' was written by 
George David Weiss and Bob Thiele as an anthem of hope during a period of intense racial and 
political tension in the United States. Sandra Eithun’s arrangement for handbells captures the 
soulful, optimistic spirit of the original. The gentle melodic lines and lush harmonies serve as a 
musical reminder of the beauty found in nature and the simple goodness of human connection." 

 

Rehearsal Notes & Performance Tips 

 

• Melodic Flow: Ensure the melody (often in the upper treble) is never eclipsed by the 
accompaniment. Use a slightly stronger stroke for melodic notes while keeping the 
"walking" bass line and internal chords light. 

• Dynamic Shaping: This piece relies heavily on expressive "swelling." Focus on smooth 
crescendos and decrescendos to mimic the vocal phrasing of the original song. 

• Handchime Integration: If using the optional handchimes, ensure the transition 
between bells and chimes is seamless. Chimes are typically used to add a "mellow" or 
"dream-like" quality to the bridge or the final verse. 

• Rhythmic Precision: Pay close attention to the triplets and dotted rhythms. The piece 
should have a swing feel and be laid-back. The eighth notes must blend well. Don’t let 
individual accompaniment notes stick out. 

• Damping: Precise damping is crucial to prevent the lush harmonies from bleeding into 
one another, especially during chord changes. 

I prefer chimes to be used where indicated, but I am happy to include everyone who wants to 
play. Bells on the handchime parts are fine. 

Greig Ashurst 


