
Highland Blessing – Derek Hakes 

Conductor’s Notes 

This is a beautiful lyrical piece for handbells, handchimes and flute.  It needs thoughtful 
ringing and shaping of the musical phrases. 
Please take time to read all the Performance Notes at the beginning of the music.  They 
tell you the background to the thoughts and writing of the piece. 

 
Key points to note in the score: 

Please mark all the dynamic markings and tempo changes carefully, and the key 
changes at measures 32 and m. 50 into 51. 

M. 33 and 37  the C5 chime is written in the treble clef.                                                                                            
There needs to be a clean transition from bells to the chime chorale in m. 37.  Please 
make sure the bells are damped on beat 3 as we need to hear the chime entry on beat 4.  
There will be no fermata (pause) at the end of the rit. 

M. 47 please extend the coll’ 8 line to include beat 3 F6/F7 

M. 47 mark beat 4 as mp 

M. 58  mark beat 4 as ff and remove the crescendo 

From m. 40-47 and m. 59-62 take care that the triplet figure in the lower trebles does not 
overpower the melody. 

M. 64 (mentioned in the ‘Musical Comments’ at the beginning of the music), please ring 
E natural on the ‘and’ of beat 4 (last eighth note/quaver) treble clef. 

In m. 66, 68 and 70 there will be clear cut offs at the caesura markings (//), after the 
fermatas.   Please watch carefully for the 4th beat. 

 

I look forward to meeting you and making great music with you later in the year! 

Sandra Winter 

 


