
International Handbell Symposium 2026 
Annie Hergott's Conductor Notes  
Connections, by Betty B. Radford 

Betty Radford's Connections takes us on journey through the many stages of human connection. As you rehearse 
it, it is worth thinking about the titles of the sections, and what Betty may be trying to capture. Whatever your 
journeys of making personal connections looks like, you will recognize many of the emotions that are imbedded in 
this music.  Enjoy this charming piece as you rehearse it, and I look forward to hearing it in a massed ring with all of 
you!  

NOTE: Please respect Betty's indications for chimes and/or bells, as she uses them carefully to create the musical 
colours that project emotions.  

  
Observing Connections 
This charming opening with the rolling melody over an interesting rhythm pattern of plucks and mallets, and then 
with chimes, invites you to observe the busy human interactions around you. This section has a great moving 
energy, especially if Beat 1 is stressed slightly (All parts) and if the treble malleted section stresses Beat 3 slightly. 

m1-11 Down-stem treble bells: Mallet 
m1-11 Please pluck down-stem bass bells in this section. Note the Typo: C3-B4 (not B5) 
m12-23 Bass bells, mallet 
    
Seeking Connections 
The seamless change of meter into 3/4, with no tempo change, moves us into this Seeking section. Enjoy the 
shimmering upper treble mallet rolls, the simple chime melody, the ascending bass mallet pattern.  

m24 Bass Mallets continue 

m26 
like a shimmer, delicate with no crescendo, two mallets on opposite sides of the bell works well. 
Neighbours can help (examples: the B6/C7 ringer can ring some of the G6s where needed, OR, the 
B6/C7 ringer can mallet directly onto the bells in the GA6s ringer’s hands). 

m29-33 C5- note the C5s are written in the treble. 
    
Loosing Connections 
Very quickly, the Seeking section falls into the Loosing section.  The quick chord progression descends into G 
minor, the malleted bass line shortens, the suspended mallets land uneasily on beat 2, and it slows down. 

m38-44 Suspended Mallets: keep bell moving, gentle touch. 
    
Lost Connections 
We get to ring this beautiful and haunting triste melody in G minor now, first in chimes, then in bells. 

m46 Meter change back to 4/4, transition measure. 

m47 Melody starts on beat 2, please observe the shaping of the phrase and the tenuto (m48 and m50). 

m58-59 Though the melody is descending and ending, please observe and ring the crescendo into the 
appassionato "Searching" section. 

    
Searching for Connections 
This passionate, searching section is to be rung with volume and strength.  

m59 Note that the f begins on beat 4. 
m60-63 treble 16ths, please play cleanly, with no LV. 



m62-67 Please lean on (stress) beat 1 more throughout this section. 
m68 decrescendo and poco ritard will be observed. Note: tenuto on beat 4. 
    
Finding Connections 
Betty brings us back to the same melody as in the Loosing section, but now it is transformed into G Major, and the 
tempo is faster than before. 

m69 piu mosso and the tempo change will be observed. 
m69-78 Enjoy this joyful melody, and the dynamics that are indicated. 
m77-78 This will be conducted, sub-divided in 78, please watch carefully. 
m79 This final chord (beat 3 and 4) should be played with care, peacefulness. 

m78-79 Please hold the fermata until beat 1 of 79 (Except for the low bass, who may need to prepare for 
beat 1 m79). 

    
Embracing Connections 
After finding our connections, we embrace those that are close to us in the same way as in the opening section. 
We are in a new and comfortable C major key, with the addition of bass chimes from the start. 

m79-89 Down-stem treble: please use Mallets. 
m79-89 Down-stem bass: please Pluck. 
m81-89 Please play all upper treble notes in this massed ring. 

m90 B4, please omit B4 on beat 4 if needed (the B4 chime in m 91 is VERY important).  
m91-100 Chime Melody- Note the  f . 
m91-100 C5- note the C5s are written in the treble. 

m91-100 Treble and Bass bell parts: PLEASE ring softer so the Chime melody can be heard well). 

m94 Misprint: D5 on beat 1 should be a dotted quarter note (dotted crochet). 

m95 There is a small typo with the G5 chime. It should be placed on beat 3 (not with the chord on 2+). 

m100 Treble Sk- please observe the p and then crescendo. 
    
Celebrating Connections 
This is an exciting ending to our journey, full celebration, senza rit. (NO ritard) right to the end!  

m102-107 Treble down-stem: please Mallet. 
m102-107 Down-stem Bass bells: please Pluck. 
m106-107 Treble/bass middle chord: Note the Ring- Ring Touch. 
m107 BEAT 4: There should be a staccato on C4 and F3, these should be plucked.   (F4, A4 and C5 are rung). 
m108 Be sure to damp the bell chord on BEAT 3 when the chimes come in. 
m109 Typo: add a tied D6 chime in the final chord. 

 


