
Celtic Peace – Composer’s note 

 

Please view your responsibility in preparing this score not just as an opportunity to learn 
another piece of music, but also as an opportunity to make a personal commitment to 
fulfil the International Handbell Committee’s vision “to promote peace through the 
spirit of music”. 

 

An eternal, constant peace underlies every measure of this work and my challenge to 
you as musicians is to try to maintain a connection with this deep, underlying stillness 
as we engage with the score. 

 

The poem is an ancient Celtic Prayer for Peace, which recognises the vast, eternal 
peace of the natural landscape. Please practice, individually and as a team, a few 
moments of calm, relaxed, open stillness each time before you start work on ‘Celtic 
Peace’. 

 

The pebbles are no gimmick.  They serve as a gentle reminder of the vast depths of time 
and the vast distances across our international planet, which spins peacefully in an 
eternal universe.  Allow that scale of time and and space to infuse your performance, if 
you can! 

 

Katrina Gordon 


